Mauao Challenger 2 – Press Release
The second of four Mauao beach volleyball tournament was held on another superb BOP summers day at the Mt Maunganui Main beach on Saturday. 24 men’s team and 24 women’s teams contested the Open Grades, with another 18 team in age groups sections.

In the women’s semi final 1 Hannah Croad and Jessie Muggeridge had to come back from 1 set down to beat the new combination of Lisa Claassen and Simone Head in a 3 sets. Claassen /Head finished 3rd after losing their first game of the day and fighting back through the loser bracket. The second semi final saw the last season number 3 team of Julia Tilley and Kate Sheriff easily defeating another new combination of Charlotte Joy and Sonia Dunn. The final was another great contest with the blocking of Muggeridge and the shot making of Croad helping them to a straight sets victory.
	Final 1st Place

	34
	1
	Croad / Muggeridge
	Tilley / Sheriff
	2-0    ( 21-18 )  ( 21,19 )

	Semi-finals

	32
	2
	Tilley / Sheriff
	Joy / Dunne
	2-0   (21-13, 21-15)

	31
	1
	Croad / Muggeridge
	Head / Claassen
	2-1 (18-21, 21-17, 15-5)    


On the men’s side, the field was stronger than the previous Mauao event and this was reflected in some great semi-final match ups. Firstly Sam and Ben O’Dea took on Mike Watson and Damon Haenga, Watson and Sam O’Dea won the last event so this was their chance to pull ahead in the rankings. The first set started with Haenga making some big block and they pulled out to an early lead, however late in the set the O’Dea came storming back to steal the set 22-20, the second set was a repeat of the 1st, this time it was some strong serving from Ben O’Dea which drew them even before they took the set 24-22. Older Brother Edwin O’Dea paired up with Mark Petersen to win the second semi comfortably over Charles Leota and Luis Moresco to advance to the final. The final was another classic with both teams fighting hard eventually the Younger O’Dea’s, Sam and Ben taking the title in straight sets.
	Final 1st Place

	34
	1
	Petersen / O’Dea, E
	O’Dea, B O’Dea, S
	0-2   (19-21, 16-21)

	Semi-finals

	32
	2
	Watson / Haenga
	O’Dea, B / O’Dea, S
	0-2  (20-22, 22-24)

	31
	1
	Petersen / O’Dea, E
	Leota / Moresco
	2-0   (21-16, 21-12)


