Mauao Challenger 1 – Press Release
The first beach volleyball tournament of the year was contested in great conditions at the Mt Maunganui Main beach on Saturday. 14 men’s team and 15 women’s teams contested the Open Challenger Grade, with another 20 team in age groups sections.

The women’s draw saw a lot of new combinations with 3 player who have all had age group world champs experiences this year making the semi finals with their new partners.

Semi final 1 saw the Hannah Croad and Jessie Muggeridge  take down Alison Storey and Ingrid Richter comfortably 2-0. The second semi final was even more 1 sided with Carli Botes and Danielle Quigley cruising past Dylan Vaetoe and Steph Pierce 2-0. The final was much tighter with the more experienced pair of Croad / Muggeridge taking the victory

	Final 1st Place

	34
	1
	Croad / Muggeridge
	Quigley / Botes
	2-0    ( 21,16 )  ( 21,14 )

	Semi-finals

	32
	2
	Quigley / Botes
	Vaetoe / Pierce
	2-0   ( 21,6 )  ( 21,12 )

	31
	1
	Croad / Muggeridge
	Storey / Richter
	2-0    ( 21,8 )  ( 21-15 )


The men’s draw saw several upsets through the day, the biggest coming in round 3 where Morgan Seymour and Sonny Hirini (an under 18 team) took down Mike Watson and Sam ODea (both ranked in NZ top 5). This set up a semi final between the top 2 seeds, ODea / Watson taking on Edwin ODea and Charles Leota, Younger brother Sam was dominant in this match helping him and Watson to a comfortable 2-0 win. In semi final 2 Mitch Zandstra and Tim Cleaver faced the in form pair of Hirini and Seymour, with Zandstra being pushing to be in the top NZ under 19 team next year as well there was plenty on the line. Hirini / Seymour won the game 2-1, which turned into a comfortable 3rd set after 2 close sets. The final was a rematch of the round 3 upset, and this time S. ODea / Watson were not taking things lightly, it was another great game with Sonny Hirini showing he is becoming 1 of NZ’s top blockers. In the end it was ODea / Watson who revenged their earlier loss winning in 2 sets.
	Final 1st Place

	34
	1
	Hirini / Seymour
	Watson / Odea, S
	0-2   ( 15,21 )  ( 20,22 )

	Semi-finals

	32
	2
	Leota / Odea, E
	Watson / Odea, S
	0-2  ( 17,21 )  ( 15,21 )

	31
	1
	Hirini / Seymour
	Cleaver / Zandstra
	2-1   ( 21,18 )  ( 19,21 )  ( 15,11 )


Women’s Final Placing:
	1st
	Croad / Muggeridge

	2nd
	Quigley / Botes

	3rd
	Vaetoe / Pierce

	3rd
	Storey / Richter

	5th
	Ruru / McAdam

	5th
	Griffith / Cook

	7th
	Tauai / Bain

	7th
	Tauai / Bullock

	9th
	Boyle / Wood

	9th
	Douch / Dixon

	11th
	Kamenz / Weir

	11th
	Kirk / Arundel

	13th
	Hunter / Barclay

	14th
	Frew / Brill

	14th
	Gray / Pound


Men’s final placings:

	1st
	Watson / Odea, S

	2nd
	Hirini / Seymour

	3rd
	Leota / Odea, E

	3rd
	Cleaver / Zandstra

	5th
	Janjic / Penwarden

	5th
	Rona / S. Clarke

	7th
	Bray / Muller

	7th
	Buttimore / Morunga

	9th
	Kirk / Hellyer

	9th
	Church / Archibald

	11th
	Mangoes / Cameron

	11th
	Gordon / Steinke

	13th
	Calesir / Drews

	14th
	Clague / Gilling


