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Volleyball BOP

Monthly Newsletter                                            
5th May 2008
If you want anything included in future newsletters or want to be added to the mailing list email volleyball@sportbop.co.nz 
Beach Volleyball World Tour in Shanghai, China.
The New Zealand Beach Volleyball Team of Kirk Pitman and Jason Lochhead continued their quest for qualification to the 2008 Beijing Olympics in Shanghai with two wins and two losses to finish in 13th place in the Shanghai Open.

In their final match which was the longest match of the tournament, two evenly matched teams battled on the warm sands of Jinshan Beach entertaining the large crowd with some spectacular rallies. 

The first set was a long close encounter with both teams saving several set points. From 21 all, the set went point for point until the Swedish made the defensive play to win the first set 32-30. 
This inspired the Kiwis and they came out firing to take a large lead in the second set, at one stage leading 11-6. The Swedish fought valiantly but were unable to catch up, and the Kiwis finished the second set 21-16 to send the match into a tie break. 

The third set started disappointingly for Pitman and Lochhead as they gave up an early lead 1-4, and then 6-9. They tried hard to close the margin, but the Swedish remained calm and focused. The Swedish got to 14-10 up with four match points. Some unbelievable sky serving and a late rally from the Kiwis saw them close the gap to 13-14, but unfortunately they were unable to tie the game up. The Swedish winning the 3rd set 15-13, and the match 2-1. 

Lochhead and Pitman now head to Europe to play the next leg of the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour in Prague, Czech Republic.  

For further information on the event go to: http://www.fivb.org/EN/BeachVolleyball/index.asp?sm=12
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Asian Beach Volleyball Tour
Russell Watson and Greg Lindsay-Brown; Susan Blundell and Anna Scarlett; Emma Preston and Micah Lindsay-Brown all competed at the Asian Beach Volleyball Championships in Hyderabad, India. Greg and Russell finished in 6th place, Micah and Emma in 9th and Susan and Anna in 4th.

They then headed to Thailand where they were joined by Daemon Haenga and Charles Leota. There were two Asian tournaments in Thailand, Phatthalung was the first venue and Suz and Anna finished in 7th, Emma and Micah in 13th, Charles and Daemon in 9th and Russell and Greg lost an epic final in 3 sets to finish in 2nd. The teams then headed to Songkhla where Susan and Anna came 4th, Emma and Micah 13th, Russell and Greg 9th, and Charles and Daemon in 3rd. 
Following Thailand was an Indonesian tournament where Susan and Anna finished in 3rd, Russ and Greg in 3rd and Micah playing with Hayley Griffiths finished in 7th.
Then there was a womens only tournament in Vietnam and Susan and Anna won the tournament beating China in the final and Micah and Emma came in 9th.
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Susan Blundell serving at the Asian Beach Volleyball Championships in India.

BOP Secondary Schools teams success at IPC
The North Island Schools Interprovincial Volleyball Champions for 2008, played at Hamilton’ Fraser High School on 29th and 30th April, saw the 2007 runners-up in both the boys and girls sections come through to take the titles for 2008.

In the Boys section, Bay of Plenty had a three sets to one win over Manukau, while a close-fought match in the Girls’ final saw Auckland Region down Bay of Plenty three sets to two. Selected as the Boys’ MVP was Ben O’Dea, while Auckland captain Pongai Falemia received the Girls’ award.

Bay of Plenty Boys had their closest match of the tournament in their Semi-final, struggling to down a plucky Waikato side 3-2, while a very exciting match in the other Boys’ Semifinal saw Manukau squeak past the higher-ranked Auckland Region team. 
The Girls’ bronze match saw Waikato down Manukau 3-0, while Auckland won the boys’ bronze medals 3-1 over Waikato.

Club Volleyball

First games start this weekend at Western Heights High School in Rotorua, both the men and women will compete in the same venue. Games are all day on Saturday with the Bay fielding 3 teams from Rotorua and 2 from Tauranga.
Coming Events:
	Date
	Event
	Venue

	May 10th 
	Club Volleyball starts
	Otumoetai College

	May 12th
	Winter 4 aside starts
	Otumoetai College

	27-30 Aug
	Club Nationals 
	Auckland
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Volleyball Bay of Plenty

271 Cameron Road

PO Box 13355, Tauranga 

Ph: 07 578 0016 ext 823

Fax: 07 571 8463

Email: volleyball@sportbop.co.nz
Web: www.volleyballbop.co.nz
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