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Junior Beach Volleyball National Championships
On the 24/25 th of January the inaugural VNZ Junior Beach Volleyball Championships was held. It is a two day event for the U23, U19, U17 and U 15 age groups. It was a great weekend and congratulations to all athletes that played; the results of all finals are shown below.
U23 Woman

Croad/ Tilley defeated Keddell/McCormack 18-21, 21-16, 15-12 

U19 Woman

Mclean/ McDonald defeated Charlton/ Yardley 21-19, 20-22, 15- 10

U17 Woman

Wills/ Tauai defeated Hirini/ Tauai 21-19, 21-18

U15 Woman

Barry/ Johnstone defeated Boyle/ Wood 15-21, 21-19, 15-8

U23 Men

1st- Hook/Munday

U19 Men

Grubb/ Timmer defeated Shaw/Shanks 21-19, 20-22, 15-8

U17 Men

Thwaites/ Sargent-Clarke defeated Morunga/ Henry 21-19, 14-21, 17-15

U15 Men

Heijs/ Pungatara defeated Sargent-Clark/ Bell 19-21, 21-14, 15-11

Secondary Schools National Championships 2009
From the 30th of March the best secondary school teams in New Zealand went head to head in Palmerston North as they battled to take home the title of National Champion 2009. The BOP teams were looking strong heading into the tournament with Tauranga Girls, Tauranga Boys, Otumoetai Girls and boys and Trident girls all capable of walking away with the title. 
As the road to the final was revealed itself, the top eight teams in the girls division was strongly dominated by BOP teams. In the semis Otumoetai College was set to take on a strong Waimea girl’s team, whilst on the other side of the draw Tauranga Girls College were matched against Trident High School. The teams were all tightly matched and the scene was set for two lengthy battles. Otumoetai College had a good start against the tall Waimea side taking the first set. However the athletic Waimea side fought back, some solid passing by libero Rachel Yardley and the big block of Amy Christopher’s kept Otumoetai in the game. It came down to the fifth set, and a critical serving run helped Waimea clinch the win 15-13.
In the second semi final the speed and skill of Tauranga girls caused some problems for the Trident High Girls. The game was once again very close going down to the wire. With the set score two a piece the Trident girls managed to step up. Harley Smith had an outstanding game, hitting a large number of kill balls in the fifth set that resulted in Trident taking the game 25-23, 25-19, 23-25, 26-28, 15-6.

In the girls final Trident High School took on Waimea College. On the day Waimea were just too good for the Trident Girls winning the game 25-21, 25-21, 25-19.

In division two Kawarau Girls had a great tournament playing some skilful volleyball and ended up winning the silver medal, loosing their close fought final 25-19, 25-23, 26-24. 

In the boys draw Tauranga Boys won a close quarterfinal against their arch rivals Otumoetai College. Their blocking won some crucial points as well as some great hitting by James Thomas, Nick Shanks and Cameron Shaw.  From here the boys won their semi final relatively easily against Riccarton High School. This set up for the final against De La Salle College. Tauranga Boys had a good start winning the first set 25-19. However the consistency of De La Salle came through in the end and they ended up taking the final three sets 25-23, 25-23, 25-19. 
Congratulations to all the teams that participated in the tournament it was a great showcase of some very talented athletes. A special mention of those athletes that were selected in the tournament team, from the girls; Harley Smith, Rachel Yardley, Amy Christophers, Kiri Hirini and Andrea Tauai, and from the boys; Patrick McConnell, Fergus McCool, Ben O’Dea and MVP was awarded to James Thomas.
Club League Indoor Volleyball

As the Beach Volleyball season comes to an end, local athletes are gearing up for the start of the Indoor Club League. The season begins with regional and zone based playoffs and culminates with the national championships held in Christchurch. If you are interested in playing club volleyball the Tauranga Woman’s trials will be held at Otumoetai Action Centre on the 8th of April at 5.30, and the men’s will be held on Tuesday the 14th at the Otumoetai Action Centre at 7 pm. 
Social Beach

Congratulations to the teams that have competed this year, we have had a great turn out and the whether has been good, thus far! Thanks to Speight’s Summit and Envirostate for their sponsorship over the season. We would also like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the partnership we have with the Mount Surf Club, it has been really helpful this year.
Thank you for everyone that supported our young beach volleyball athletes and brought a raffle ticket at the BBQ. The winner was drawn that next day and congratulations to Mount Internationals who have won free entry to next years competition.
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Upcoming Events: For the full calendar see our website * = Unconfirmed Event
	Date
	Event
	Venue

	20/21 April
	Secondary Schools Interprovincial National Championships
	Hamilton- Fraser High

	2nd May
	Club Volleyball League begins
	Otumoetai Action Centre

	4th May- 17th August
	Monday Night Winter League 
	Otumoetai Action Centre

	24th- 29th August
	NZ Club Nationals
	Christchurch
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Volleyball Bay of Plenty

406 Devonport Road
PO Box 13355, Tauranga 

Ph: 07 578 0016 ext 823

Fax: 07 571 8463

Email: volleyball@sportbop.co.nz
Web: www.volleyballbop.co.nz



























Social Beach is a registered Green Event, supported by Envirostate. We will be working on a number of environmental initiatives throughout the summer.  Initially we will be trialling recycling systems on Tuesday and Thursday nights. A travel plan for the league that seeks to reduce number of cars travelling and introduce teams to carpooling, cycling and alternative options is being developed.  Your feedback on ways to reduce the environmental impact of the event are welcomed, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@envirostate.co.nz" \o "blocked::mailto:info@envirostate.co.nz" �info@envirostate.co.nz�.   
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