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BOPSS Beach Volleyball Championships
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Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools took to the Mount Maunganui beach in force, on Nov the 15th to battle it out for the 2008 Championships. Strong turn outs from both Otumoetai College and Tauranga Boys lead to an exciting day. 
After the conclusion of the pool play the top 8 teams battled it out in a single elimination for the top spots. In the Senior Girls, Tauranga Girls’ 1 defeated Otumoetai 3 in the first semi, while Bethlehem 1 defeat Otumoetai 1 in the 2nd semi final. In the final Bethlehem’s Pierce/Hirini were too strong, downing Tauranga Girls’ top pair of Tauai/Tauai 2-0.

In the Senior Boys, Otumoetai’s Ben O’Dea was looking to repeat the victory that he captured last year with his older brother Sam. This year he paired up with Reuben Gillard, and in the semi’s they defeated Tauranga Boys’ 2. This set up a final with Tauranga Boys’ top pair, Shanks/Shaw after they battled past Trident High School 1 in their semi. Both of these teams have had experience on the national tour and the standard was very high. Once again the O’Dea name came through to win with Gillard, keeping the families strangle hold on the title.

The Junior Girls division played out to be an all Bethlehem final, and at the end of the day Pierce/Keddell were too good, taking the match in 2 comfortable sets over Hopcraft/Marshall.

The Junior Boys was the largest field with 24 teams. In the semi finals the 2 top Otumoetai teams of Bray/Muller and Braddock/Grant brushed the other teams aside to guarantee Otumoetai a 2nd gold for the day. Both teams showed that they had spent plenty of time on the beach and the standard was very good, finally Bray/Muller emerged with the title. 

Beach Volleyball World Tour

Kirk Pitman and Jason Lochhead have had an exceptional season on the world tour culminating in back to back semi finals, in Klagenfurt and Kristiansand. The kiwi team’s last stop on the world tour 2008, Kristiansand Norway, turned out to be record breaking. 

Lochhead and Pitman playing in their first ever Bronze medal game secured victory in a marathon 3 set match defeating Beijing Olympic quarter finalists Gosch and Horst from Austria 2-1 (21-19,22-24, 15-12) in 1 hour and 13 minutes. 
This was a historic day for Pitman and Lochhead and New Zealand volleyball as it was the first time a New Zealand team has been on the podium in a world event. It was Pitman and Lochhead’s second appearance in the final four of a world tour event. It was also the first time Pitman and Lochhead had won their last match of the tournament. 
Earlier on in the day Pitman and Lochhead played the Brazilians Bruno and Maciel in the semi-final. They started poorly in the first set with the Brazilians dominating it from the outset to win 21-10. The Kiwis fought back well in the second set to have opportunities to take the second set. Luckily for the Brazilians they hung on to win the second set 23-21, and advance to the Gold medal match.
Pitman and Lochhead have played in 68 tournaments since 2004, and have gradually improved to gain their first medal in 2008. This result will also move the Kiwi World Ranking to inside the top 20 teams in the world!  
[image: image2.jpg]



For up to the minute results check our website and www.fivb.com
Team ENZA, Susan Blundell and Anna Scarlett have had a succession of great results after there training spell in America. In Kristiansand, Norway they made their first main draw appearance. In just there 8th World tour event the girls took full advantage of their main draw status pulling off three major upsets to gain a final placing of 13th. 

The relative new comers to the world tour scene followed this sensational result with a 25th placing in Poland and Dubai and more recently two 17th finishes in Thailand and China.

Club Volleyball

Tauranga Women are national champions after defeating the Scorpions, captained by former BOP girls and New Zealand Captain Debbie Hill, of Dunedin 3-1 in the finals! The girls entered the tournament as the 11th seeds, but played exceptionally as a unit and fought hard to take the converted title.
The game was in the balance after Tauranga won the first set 25-21; Scorpions won the second set 21-25. The third set proved to be decisive as Tauranga was able to make some key plays to towards the end of the third set. The won the third set 25-21, and were able to continue the momentum into the 4th set to win it 25-16, thus the match 25-21. For Tauranga it was their 2nd title, with their last being in 2004.
The tournament was made extra sweet with MVP in the women’s competition being awarded to Taina Savage of Tauranga.
Mauao Open
Once again volleyball nets have taken centre stage on the Mount Maunganui beach as the season kicks into gear. The first two challenger events recently been played with new look teams making their presence felt.
The O’Dea brothers took out the first tournament beating Charles Leota and Damon Haenga in a close three set final. In the woman’s division many young teams showed their dominance, such as our NZ U19 team of Hanna Keddell and Harriet McAdam who finished third. Emma Preston and Simone Head defeated Hannah Croad and Julia Tilley in the final.

On the 8th of November the stage was set for the Mauao Challenger 2, a larger field of athletes fronted up to compete including many partnerships in the men’s division. After many close battles it was finals time; Jones and Lindsey versus S. O’Dea and Leota, and Preston and Tung versus Croad and Tilley. Jones and Lindsey and Preston and Tung were both victorious 2-0.

BOPSS
Once again the quality at this competition was very high and we expect that BOP teams will feature in both the boys and girls semi finals.
The Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools Junior Indoor competition is complete with teams heading off to North Islands next week. It was a strong field across the board with teams fighting for seeding over 6 days. 
In the boys division Otumoetai College is looking really strong, their excellent ball handling skills proved too much for the competition and they gained the top seeding position for North Islands. The second seeds Trident High School and the third seeds Tauranga Boys College are also showing promise for the North Island Championships.

In the girls division Trident and Tauranga Girls College were tied in first place, on set count back Trident took the top seeding. Bethlehem College is showing promise with a very skilful team that gained the third place seeding.
Best of luck for all our teams that are attending the North Island Championships in Napier, up to date results can be found on the volleyball New Zealand website www.volleyballnz.org.nz.

Social Beach

Congratulations to the teams that have competed this year, we have had a great turn out and the whether has been good, thus far! Thanks to Speight’s Summit and Envirostate for their sponsorship over the season. We would also like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the partnership we have with the Mount Surf Club, it has been really helpful this year.
Social Beach 2009 starts on the 3rd of February, be sure you don’t miss out on the fun. Entries close on the 26th of January at 4 pm, entry forms can be found on the website please enter online if possible. 
[image: image7.png]


[image: image3.jpg]S
\\ Qi




World Tour Awards

The 2008 World Tour Men’s post season awards have recently been released, with a few mentions to the Kiwi men’s team of Kirk Pitman and Jason Lochhead. Jason Lochhead was awarded the fourth best Defensive Player, and also nominated for the Most Inspirational and Most Improved player. Kirk for the second year in succession received nominations for the Sportsman of the Year.
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Upcoming Events: For the full calendar see our website * = Unconfirmed Event
	Date
	Event
	Venue

	1-5 Dec
	Secondary Schools Junior North Island Championships
	Various

	6 Dec
	Mauao Challenger 3
	Mount Maunganui

	9 Dec
	Last night of Social Beach
	Mount Maunganui

	11 Dec
	Last night of Thursday Indoor
	QEYC, Tauranga

	12 Dec
	Last night of Kiwi Volleyball
	QEYC, Tauranga and Mount Action Centre

	16 Dec
	Last night of Tuesday Indoor
	QEYC, Tauranga

	29,30 Dec
	MBVC Grand Slam
	Mount Maunganui
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Volleyball Bay of Plenty

271 Cameron Road

PO Box 13355, Tauranga 

Ph: 07 578 0016 ext 823

Fax: 07 571 8463

Email: volleyball@sportbop.co.nz
Web: www.volleyballbop.co.nz



























Social Beach is a registered Green Event, supported by Envirostate. We will be working on a number of environmental initiatives throughout the summer.  Initially we will be trialing recycling systems on Tuesday and Thursday nights. A travel plan for the league that seeks to reduce number of cars travelling and introduce teams to carpooling, cycling and alternative options is being developed.  Your feedback on ways to reduce the environmental impact of the event are welcomed, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@envirostate.co.nz" \o "blocked::mailto:info@envirostate.co.nz" �info@envirostate.co.nz�.   
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