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Top volunteer coaches recognised in nationwide search 
The 2008 Wattie’s Volunteer Coach of the Year awards received a record number of nominations this year with more than 3,800 coaches entered into the competition. Over the past few weeks, the team at Sport Bay of Plenty have been busy selecting the region’s category finalists and winners.  
These outstanding local coaches will be recognised at an awards ceremony on Sat 23rd of Aug at Kiwi 360, State Highway 2, Te Puke. Dave Clarke from Sport Bay of Plenty says the event is a special way to recognise the efforts of local volunteer coaches in the three categories of student, general and lifetime.  
“Having the three different categories means we aren’t judging school-aged coaches against lifetime veterans. Our event will see all these outstanding coaches come together, often with their families and supporters, to acknowledge the contribution that each of them makes. We’re very pleased to be able to recognise the work of these dedicated coaches and will be hosting Jodi Tod new Silver Fern and Waikato / Bay of Plenty Magic netball player to share with us her experiences of the coaches that she has worked with.”  
The Wattie’s Volunteer Coach of the Year awards, co-sponsored by SPARC, recognise the contribution New Zealand’s volunteer coaches make to community level sport. A five week nomination period in June and July called for sportspeople and teams to put their coach forward to be named the Wattie’s Volunteer Coach of the Year. 
The finalists for the Sport Bay of Plenty area are:

	Category
	Name
	Club/School
	Sport coached

	Student
	Danelle Tuck
	Rotorua Girls High
	Netball / Rugby

	
	Aurora Wilson Ball
	John Paul College
	Soccer

	
	Kayla Cronin
	Waiotahe Ki Opotiki Taekwondo Club
	Taekwondo

	General
	Graham Watt
	Whakatane High School Boy’s
	Rowing

	
	Donna Kearney
	John Paul College

	Hockey

	
	Gary Smith

	Tauranga Yacht and Power Boat Club
	Sailing

	
	Ernie Davey
	Te Pamu and Diamond Dogs
	Rugby League

	
	Simon  O’Donnell
	Rotorua Rowing Club and RBHS 
	Rowing

	Lifetime 
	Noel Jones
	Pou Whakaaro
	Athletics

	
	Graham Walker
	Eastern Bay Volleyball
	Volleyball

	
	Val Cooney
	John Paul College
	Gymnastics


Winners from Sport Bay of Plenty’s regional event are eligible for consideration to attend the national awards evening in November. A national judging panel of well-known sporting and coaching icons will decide on one volunteer coach from each regional sports trust to be invited to the event, where the overall winners in each category will be named, along with the Supreme Wattie’s Volunteer Coach for 2008!
The national winner in each of the three categories will win up to $3,000 towards their coaching development or equipment, with the Supreme winner awarded an additional $2,000 towards their coaching development or equipment. All nominators are eligible for the consumer draw to win one of 30 $100 Stirling Sports vouchers, drawn on 21 August.
ENDS 

Released by Sport Bay of Plenty, Dave Clarke, Coaching Team Leader, (W) 07 578 0016 x 820,(Mob) 027 299 5110, E mail davec@sportbop.co.nz
Wattie’s Volunteer Coach of the Year National co-ordinator is Simone Walker. 

Phone:  09 306 5803 or 021 301 553.    Email: simone.walker@networkpr.com
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