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MEDIA RELEASE:
4 September 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

4 September 2008, Brighton, England

New Zealand Junior Beach Teams fail to qualify for Main Draw in U21 World Championships.  

The New Zealand U21 Men’s Beach team of Sam O’Dea and Edwin O’Dea, and the No.2 New Zealand women’s Team of Kate Sheriff and Simone Head failed to qualify after one win and one loss each in the qualification tournament in Brighton, England!
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In the first round of the Men’s qualification competition, Sam and Edwin O’dea had a thrilling 2-1 victory over Switzerland’s Kissling and Kovatcsh, 21-18, 17-21, 15-13.

In the next round, in which the winner qualifies for the main draw and final 24 teams, the Kiwis faced the Netherlands team of Stiekema and Vismans. 

Unfortunately Sam and Edwin O’Dea could not get their game up again, and were soundly beaten by the Dutch 2-0, 21-12, 21-18. 










   Julia Tilley makes a dig in Norway

In the women’s qualification the Simone Head and Kate Sheriff started well with an extremely close three set victory over Austria’s Chukwuma and Horvath . They won the match 2-1, 25-23, 12-21, 17-15. There second match was also against a very strong Dutch, van Gestel and Stiekema. In a one side match, the Dutch proved to be too experienced and they one the match 2-0, 21-6, 21-14.

New Zeland has one women’s team representing in the Women’s Main draw: Hannah Croad and Julia Tilley. Hannah Croad will be looking to improve on her 9th placing achieved last year.     
Results

Kissling-Kovatsch SUI [7] lost to O'Dea-O'Dea NZL [10] 1-2 (18-21, 21-17, 13-15) 0:53 Soja- O'Dea-O'Dea NZL [10] lost to Stiekema-Vismans NED [2] 0-2 (12-21, 18-21) 0:36

Chukwuma-Horvath AUT [7] lost to Head-Sherriff NZL [10] 1-2 (23-25, 21-12, 15-17) 0:48

van Gestel-Stiekema NED [2] defetaed Head-Sherriff NZL [10] 2-0 (21-6, 21-14) 0:26

For further information on the event go to:

http://www.fivb.org/EN/BeachVolleyball/index.asp - 

ENDS

For further comment please contact:

Pamela Brodie, General Manager Volleyball New Zealand 04 473 9763
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Olympic Committee Sport & Recreation New Zealand
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