Kiwi’s claim Gold at the 12th Samila-Chang Asian Beach Volleyball Tour 2011
Sam and Ben O’Dea started the 2011 Asian  Beach Volleyball tour in the same fashion as they finished 2010, with a top of the podium finish.   

The Kiwi’s  have captured gold in the 12th Samila-Chang Asian Beach Volleyball Tour 2011 at Samila Beach  Thailand defeating  Iranians  Parviz Farrokhi and Agha-Mohammad Sallagh 22-20, 18-21, 15-9 in hot and humid conditions.   They finish the tournament with a perfect 6-0 record.  Earlier in the week they defeated Malaysia and Vietnam in pool play to advance them to the round of 16 where the O’Dea brothers dominated Indonesia 2-0  21-11, 21-13.

In the quarter finals they were forced to work hard before overcoming home town favourites, the Thailand number 1 team,  Kittipat Yungtin and Teerapat Pollueang 2-0,  22-20, 21-19.    In the semi finals the Australians Owen Boland and Damien Schumann were no match for the inform Kiwi’s who controlled the match 21-12, 21-13. 

The final was a torrid battle, the Kiwi’s taking the first 22-20, the Iranians coming straight back winning the second set 21-18 and it was not until the middle of the 3rd set until Ben and Sam were able to gain ascendency eventually winning the set 15-9.

New Zealand number two team of Edwin O’Dea and Brendon Heath advanced from pool play but were eliminated in the round of 16 by the top-seeds Alexander Dyachenko and Alexy Sidorenko from  Kazakhstan.

Both teams move to Batam Indonesia this week.  Following  the Indonesia event both teams will train in Indonesia in preparation for the Shanghai World Tour Event in early May.
Report up to finals stage

http://www.asianvolleyball.org/beach/2011-04-17/349789.html
